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by
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Copres af His pampllel have been sent fo the Police
Anthorilics of London and Paris, and lo the principal
newspapers of Greal Brilain,



THE "ROSICRUCIAN™ SCANDAL

Mr, Aleister Crowley, Editor of * The Eguinor,” having
published the facts concerning the * Rosicrucians™ in varions
numbers of that magazine, has been attacked by the gang whom
he exposed in such a way that he has had no opportunity to make
clear the facts in a more public manner.

Mr. Crowley is debarred from taking legal action by the
reazons set forth hereafter, | have therefore determined to publish
i a strking form the truth of the matter, less to defend ham (he
has no need of ith than o breing to an end the villanies of the
* Rosicrucim " gang.

I have procecded on the principle that Mathers is obliged
cither to tell the truth or to repeat his previoas statements,  The
latter are indicated by anverted commas.

It is against the express wish of Mr. Crowley that [ have,
in his own phrase, * playved scavenger™; but | rather break my
Vow of Holy Obedience thian allow his work to be hindered, as |
cannot but maintain that it has been hindered hitherto,

LEOQ VINCEY,
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The Cross-Examination of Samuel Sidney Sylvester Scherzerade
Socrates Scipio Schiller Simmous Scrutton Shacaback Swank
Swiezle Liddell Diddell Macgregor Mac Kerrow Mathers, James IV
of Scotlind, Comte de St Germain, Earl of Glenstrae, Comte
Macgregor, Chevalier Mac-gregor, Macgregor- Mathers, 5" Rhicgail
mir Dhream, Deo Duce Comite Ferro, Chevalier of the Order of
5t Germain, ete, ete, by Mr. Q. Scorpio, one of His Majestv's
Counsel learned in the Law,

Scoreo, KC. What is vour name?

Matoners.  The whole lot?

Scowrio, K.C. The nume on your birth certificate.

Marnens, Mathers,

Scowmo, K.C.  Youwereeducated at Bedford Grammar School?

Marniens.  Yes

Scowmo, K.C. And became o bewtensnt o a Hampshire
volunteer rogiment ?

Marnexs, Yes

Scorrio, K.C. Yel in Paris you were engaged i Jacobite
conspircies to overthrow the throne of Englnd 7

Marueks [ pretended to be

Scorrio, K.C. Were you actually so engaged 7

Maruers, | refuse to answer the gquestion,

Scoreio, K.C You became a Rosicrucian ?

Marneps, "Yes"

Scoweo, KL You bold bigh rank in the Ovder ?

Marneus, “1 am the Head of the Rosiorucian Order,”

Sconeo, K.C You have read the constitutions of that Order #

Matnens, *Yes"

Scoreo, K.C. It is a secret Order ?

MaTHERs. Yes

Scoreio, K.C. Hy the constitution no member 15 permitted o
declare himselt to be a member

Maruens, That is what Waite says,

Scokrin, K.C. Wha is Waite 7

Maruers. The greatest living authority on the Resicrucians,

Scoreo, K.C.  Let me read what he savs, " Let me warn my
readers that all persons professing to be Rosicrucians are simply
members of pseado-fraternities, and that there is that difference
between their assertion and the facts o the case in which the
essence of a lie consists,”  What have you to say to that 7

Marugrs. “ [ am the Head of the Rosicrucian Order”
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Scorpio, K.C. You are however responsible to secret chiefs ?

Marners. YYes”

Scowrmo, KC. Who are they ?

Matiigws. " [ am sworn not to divalge them.”

Seonrmo, KO In the constitutions of the Golden Dawn a
Friiulein Sprengel or Sapiens Dominabitur Astris is named as one
of them #

Marners, [ suppose so.

Seoreg, K.C Isit so or not ?

Marnens, Yes,

Sconpo, K.C. In your letter to Mrs. Emery of the 16th Feby.,
1500, you sty : It may interest you to know that Soror Sapiens
Dominabitur Astris is now in Paris working with me" ?

MarTHERS, Yes

Scorpio, K.C. Was this Friulein Sprengel ?

Marners, No.

Scorero, K. Who was it 7

Matews. Madame Horos, betier known, perhaps, as ' the
Swami."

Scoreto, K. The same Madame Horos who in gon received
a senlence of seven years' penal servitude for abominable offences
against children ?

Marueks. How was 1 to know that she would be found out ?

Scowrio, KC, You acknowledged her as  your  spiritunl
superior §

Marnenrs. Yes

Scokrin, K.C, As asecret chief B = 3= ¢

Marnenrs. Yes.

Scowero, K.C. Thank you, New with regard to Allan Bennett,
He wis staying with vou in Paris 7

MaTHERS. Yes

Sconrio, K.C. How employed ?

Maruenrs.  In trying to make rubies from ruby duost,

Scowrers, KC. Did he succeed ?

Maruers., He made o small worthless ruby,

Scowpin, KOG, With better apparatus he might have made i
commercial success of the process !

Maruers, [ cannot say.

Scorrmo, KC.  In point of fact, a precisely similar process is
being worked at this day with sucoess ?

MathErs, Yes,

Scoreie, K.C. What was his moral chamicter in regard to sexual
matters?



Marners. He had an aversion to all such matters amounting
to horror.

Scorpio, K.C. What was the condition of his health ?

MaTHERS. He was a constant sutferer from spasmodic asthma
in its most aggravated form.

Scorpio, K.C. He took drugs habitually ?

MATHERS. Yes, by the orders of his doctor.

Scorpio, K.C. Never for pleasure?

MaTHERS. Never.

Scorrio, K.C. How can you be sure?

MatHERS. When he left England, the change of climate cured
at least temporarily his disease. and he instantly abandoned the
practice.

Scorrio, K.C. He left you on good terms?

MaTHERS. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. And you have never quarrelled with him since?

Martners. Never.

Scorprio. K.C. Then why do you defame him now and allow
the vilest crimes to be imputed to him?

MartHERS. Anything to damage Crowley !

Scorrio, K.C. Did you quarrel with him ever at the time?

MATHERS. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. Let me read you the published account of your
quarrel :

He (Crowley) had, as we have seen, induced Mathers to put in force the
Deadly and Hostile Current of Will, but, as in the case of the Jackdaw of
Rheims, nobody seemed a penny the worse. One might have expected that
Mathers having failed, Aleister Crowley would have abandoned him. No, for
it seemed still possible that Mathers, really in touch with the Supreme Chiefs,
had yet finally decided to say with Christ upon the Cross : * Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do,” even though this theory was some-
what rudely shaken by Mathers spending the whole of one Sunday afternoon
in rattling a lot of dried peas in a sieve under the impression that they were
the revolted members : as subsequent events proved, they were only the ideas
in his head. So we find Aleister Crowley still loyal, if a little sceptical, and
searching within himself to discover a touchstone by which he might prove
beyond doubt the authenticity of Mathers' claim to represent the Masters. Now,
there had been a good deal of talk of an adventure that happened to Mathers
and Allan Bennett, who was guest in his house, in which a revolver figured
prominently ; but the story was only vague, and Allan Bennett, who could and
would have told the truth about it, had departed for a distant colony. So on
arriving in Paris, Aleister Crowley lured Mathers into telling the story, which
was as follows : That he and Allan Bennett had disagreed upon an obscure point
in theology, thereby formulating the accursed Dyad, thereby enabling the
Abramelin demons to assume material form : one in his own shape, another in
that of Allan Bennett. Now, the demon that looked like Allan Bennett had a
revolver, and threatened to shoot him (Mathers), while the demon that resem-
bled himself was equally anxious to shoot Allan Bennett. Fortunately, before
the demons could fire, Mrs, Mathers came into the room, thus formulating the
symbol of the blessed Trinity, of which her great purity of character would
naturally fit her to be a prominent member. Now, the only probability about
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this story, which Mathers related on his magical honour as a 7° = 4° (the
highest grade of the Rosicrucian order), was that Mathers saw double. Crowley,
however, was not going to judge any isolated story by the general laws of
probability, so, bowing gracefully, he rose and set out to find Allan Bennett,
whom he eventually ran down at the house of a holy Yogi in Cinnamon Gardens,
Colombo, to hear his account.

Allan Bennett’s account was less of 2 strain upon Aleister Cru\r]e_yk
faculties of belief. They had had, he said, an argument about the God Shiva,
the Destrover, whom Allan Bennett worshipped because, if one repeated his
name often enough, Shiva would one day open his eve and destroy the Universe,
and whom Mathers feared and hated because He would one day open His eve
and destroy Math Allan Bennett closed the argument by assuming the
position Imasana and repeating the Mantra: ** Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,
Shiva, Shiv Mathers, angrier than ev ought the sideboard, but soon retur-
ned, only to find Allan Bennett still muttering: * Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,
Shiva’. *“Will vou stop blaspheming ?"" cried Mathers; but the holy man only
said ““Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva Shiva.”
*If you don't stop I will shoot you!™ said Mathers, drawing a revolver from
his pocket, and levelling it at Allan Bennett’s bead ; but Allan Bennett. being
concentrated, took no notice, and continued to mutter *“Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,
Shiva, Shiva, Shiva."

Whether overawed by the majesty of the saint, or interrupted by the entry
of a third person, Allan Bennett no longer remembered, but Mathers never
pulled the trigge

It was only sw, which did not take place till August 1901,
that Aleister Crowleyv definitely decided against Mathers.

r this intervi

Is this account accurate ?

Marngrs. * My account is accurate.”

Scorpio, K.C.  You really ask his Lordship to believe this yarn
about Abramelin demons?

MaiHERs.  Yes.

Scorrio, K.C. With regard to Dr. Wynn Westcott, now : was
he your colleague?

Marners.  Yes.

Scoreio, K.C. 'Was his name printed on the MSS. of the Order
of the Golden Dawn as the person to whom they should be
returued in case of the owner’s death or disability ?

MaTHERS, Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. And these MSS. contain practical instructions
for raising devils, making yourself invisible, transforming men
into animals, making gold, making rain, and all the other fabled
arts of sorcerers?

MarnERs.  Yes.

Scorrio, K.C. In short, you and Dr, Westcott were teaching
the vilest practices of black magic?

MatTHERS.  Yes.

Scoreio, K.C. You quarrelled with Dr. Westcott ?

MaTHERS. Yes.

Scorrio, K.C. You were jealous of his authority ?

MarHers.  Divided authority is no authority. -
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Scorrio, K.C. You are oot acareless man ?

Matnees. One cannot be oo cretul in matters of magic.

Scokrmo, K.C, Did yoo ever leave any magical M55, in a cab ¥

Marsers, The best of us may err,  Even Homer nodded.

Scorrio. G These M55, were taken to Scotlind Yard ?

Marhers, | cannot say, of my own knowledge.

Scormo, K.C. That would be the usual course ?

Marhess, | suppose so,

Scorero, KC. Dr, Westcott's name and address being on them,
the authorities would return them Lo him ?

Maruers, [ suppose so.

Scormo, K.C,  Did they further intimate to Dr. Westcott that
he was paid Lo sit on corpses, not to raise them ; and that be must
choose between s Coronership and his Adeptship 7

MarHers. 1 believe so.

Scoreio, KOG 5o that he resigned active membership in the
so-called Rosicrucian Order 7

Matuers, He did resign,

Scorro, K.C. Very fortunate piece of carelessiess for you!

Marsens. Fortune favours the brave.

Sconmo, K.C, 1 put it to vou, this wasa premeditated treachery
on vour parl.

Maruens, | refuse to answer the question.

Scormo, KO In yvour letter of February 16th, goo, you
accuse Dr. Westoott of * forging, or procuring to be forged ™ the
warrant on which the Order was founded ?

Marners. Yes

Svormo, KO And did anvone believe you ?

MatnErs.  Yes @ five persons,

Scoren, K.C. Who were they 7

Marngns. Dr. E, W, Berridige, Mr, G, C. Jones, My, Aleister
Crowley and a Mrs. Simpson and her daughter,

Scorrio, K.C. What of the other Wity add in the London
Temple ?

Marueus.  Mr, Crowley expelled them,

Scowein, K.Co By what authovity #

MatHERs, By mine, He was at that time my plenipotentiary
in Loncon.

Scowmo, KO And what did they do then #

Marners. They expelled me and Mr, Crowley.

Scorrio, KO, And then ?

Marners. They all quarrelled and expelled each other.

Scowrio, K.C. The whole Order broke up ¢

MaTHERS. Yes



Scorrio, KC Why dicl they pevolt against yow ?

Marnggrs,  Firstly, becanse they thought that by declaning the
Warrant to be o E..'u';[l,:rg.-, I ol destroved my own autharity.
Secondly, because they couldn't make my methods of wagic work
|1m|1t'l‘|3l‘. Thirdly, because they were tived of my ancessant denuinds
for money.  Fourthly, becanse 1 refused 1o expel D, Berridge
from the Order,

Scoreie, K.C, What complints  were e against
D Berridge 7

Marsers,  That girls who ciune W lim lor examination in the
Knowledge Lectures were subijected to insult,

Scoieio, KGO Did vou investigate this cliarge?

Mavomnis,  * Astrally, ves.”

Seomeo, K.C. Was there any other charge

Marnewrs, Yes

Scorro, K.C What was it

Marvers,  That he was disseainating objectionable literature,

Scormo, KC. What ?

Maruens, The works of Thom:as. Lake Harris,

Sconpo, K.C. Whit is objected 1o?

Marueks, He recommends his pupils o invoke elemental
spirite or “astral counterparts” for the purpose of carnal copulation.

Scorg, KOG Was this ehuarge denied ?

MaTumrs,  No,

Scowre, K.Co What did vou do?

Marneks, | expelled Ins accuser,

scorro, KO Nome the aceoser.

Marvnenrs, Miss Horniman,

Beoreio, KOG The daughter of the great tea merchant 7

Marnews,  The sune,

Seowene, KO And who is Dr. Berridyge ?

Maruers,  He s the famous Dy, Berridge.

Sconio, KOG For what is he fnmous 7

Maruiwes  For his Magic Clasp.

Scowrm, KOG Wl is that #

Marvmis A Mes, Cumninglum, o nember of my Grder, claimed
£1000 from him as the price of o Magie Clisp said 10 have been
given by Cagliostro to Maric Aotoinette,  She sued him onoa
prromussory node for the amount. Her story in court was that she
went o bis house with o friesd on the date when it fell duoe.
Dr. Berridge tied 1o destroy the note, A strugele cnsued @ the
nole wis lorm, Ur, Berridge retiaming the balf which bore his
alleged signature. Do court be declared this signature o be a
forgery.



Scourmo, K.C And what did the experts decide ?

Marners. They bad no mexnns of deciding.

Scorrn, KO, How so?

Marngnrs,  Dr, Berridge had burmt his alleged signatore.

Scorrio, KO, What?  He burat the prool of his own integrity
amel of their dishonesty ?

Maruers  Yes.

Scorkmo, KOC How dul he accomwm for so extoaordinary . an
achon ¥

Maruers, The excitement of the moment.

Scoreio, KRG, What did the jodge say ?

Marners, That it was all very myvsterious, that he did not
believe either party 1o the suit ; but that as the oms of proof lay
on Mrs, Conningham, he must dismiss the cese,

Seomrie, RO Thank vou. Now, has De Bernidge aoy animas
agminst Mr. Crowlev ?

Maruers. Yes

Scormo, KOG How s My, Crowley wronged him ?

Maruers. Mr. Crowley has Lughed at him.

Scorro, KC. Anvthing clse?

Marnewrs. Mr Crowley did Tim o pood turn.

Scorro, KC. How?

Maruewrs.  In March 1gro Mr, Crowley received an anonymons
letter from * White Magiclin " enclosing o pamphlet by T, L
Harris, and accuging Dy, Berridge of the foulest vices,

Scorer, KOG What did Mr, Crowley do?

Mariers. Sent a friend with the letter and pamphlet to Dr.,
Berridge to warn him that he had an encmy, and offering to help
himn in any way possible to defeat such anonymous assailluts

Scorpio, K.C. Why did Mr. Crowley act thos, if he had no
respect for Dr. Berrdge

Martness. He would probably say it was because, however
much he disagreed with a man, he would not see him the victim
of foul play.

scowrio, K.C And how did Dr, Berridge repay the service ?

Marigus. By perjuring himself to Mr. Crowley's disadvantage.

Seowrmo, K2, Thank you, N ow as to this * Rosicrucian " Order.
Let me read to you from the Obligation of & Neophyte :

“ Al these | swear 1o keep onder the oo less peoalty than that
of..... submitting mysell 1o a deadly and hostile Current of Will set
in motion by the Greatly Honoured Chicls of the Second Order
by which 1 should fall stan or paralysed, a5 §f blasted by the
Lightning Flash." Is that correct f

MaTHERS, Yes



Scorpio, K.C. Is it meant to be taken seriously ?

Matners,  Yes

Scokpio, K.C  Members of the Order, were, in fact, afraid of
the penaliy 7

MaTHERs.  Yes,

Scorpto, KO, On April 2nd, 1goo, vou write to the revolting
members, saying: 1 shall for the first time be compelled to for-
mulate my request to the Highest Chiels to prepare the Punitive
Current.”

MaTuens, Yes

Scowpio, K.Co 1 they refused to obey you, you would canse
them “to fall slain or paralysed, as if blasted by the Lightning
Flash "

Maruers, Thev deserved it, and worse,

Scowrrio, K.C. I8 it a threat of assssination 7

Matnews,  OFf occult assassination, yves,

Scoreio, K.C. You did actually rattle peas in a sieve, ceremo-
momniably 7

Maruers, It is a well-known practice of Sympathetic Magic.

Scowrn, KO, Like sticking pins in @ wax Agure

Marngrs. Exactly, One identifies the rebels with the peas,
and rattles them,

Seorreio, KGO0 That explains their subsequent debiicle 7

MarHERs,  Yos.

Scoreo, K.C. But vou expected them to “fall slain or pari-
Ivsed " ?

Matners, | hoped so.

Scorpo, KGO Actually, not in a figure of speech

Marners,  Actually,

Scorrio, K. Tt is attempted assassination ?

Maruers,  Occult assassination, ves,

Seoreio, KOG, And in anv event, if they were really afraid of
it, the threat amounted to black mail #

Marreng 1 am not a lawyer.

Seowpta, K.C. Now then, let us get back to James IV, You
say vou are James IV

Marnens, 1 refuse to answer the gquestion,”

Scorei, KO James IV was killed on Flodden Field 7

Maruews,  *Pradition asserts that he escaped.”

Seorro, KOG A ldy of unblemished reputation, Mrs, Markham,
hos gone into that box, and sworn that he was so killed.

Marners,  One must oot contradict a lady,

sconeio, K.C Well, what happened to him ?

Er



Maters, “1—1 mean he—escaped to the Continent, and
became an Adept and found the Elixir of Life, so that 1—1 mean
he—should live on indefmtely,”

Scoweio, KC When do we hear of Tim again ?

Matners,  *As the Comte de St Germain.”

Scorpto, K.C And again?

Maraens, 1 refuse to answer the guestion,”

Scoreio, K.C. Have vou read Mr. Crowley's poem @ " The
Rosicrucian,” dedicated * 4 aa Majesté Jacgues TV d'Kcosse ™ 7

Marneks, Yes Mo Crowley was a very young and ioolish
o,

Scowro, K.C. He believed you to be James IV 7

Marnewrs. Very hikely.

scorpio, KO Did he or did he not #

Matners, It was nol my Fult if he dido®,

Scorrio, G, You borrowed considerable sums of money
from him ¢

Marners. Yes,

Sconpiy, K.C, On that groond ?

Marners.  That sort of ground.

Scokpto, K.C. He was rich ?

Marngrs. | believe he had just come inta xome £30,000.

Scorrio, K.C,  He offered ¥ the whole of his fortune in order
to help vou in your trouble with the revolting membaers ?

Marnens. | wrote to thank him for hia “ loval and honourable
offer.”

Scormo, KOG, Why did he make it ?

Marnees, He believed my stories about James IV and the
Secret Choefs, | suppose.

Scorro, KOG Matdame Horos had promised vou £2.000 7

Matners, Yos

Scorrio, K.C. Was that why vou admitted her 1o be your
superior ¥

Marnens, | refuse to answer the question.

Seormo, K.C. Crowley offers vou his fortune ; and you imme
diately appoint him to the sole power in Englind, over the heads
of Dr. Westcott and Sir Heney Colville and W, B Yeats and
Mrs. Emery and Sir William Crookes and Dr. Berridge and
dozens of othiers who had been members of the Order for years ?

Marnrks, | did,

Seokpio, KO, This is only o coincidence?

Marhgis, Certainly.  Dacknowledged Madame Horos because
it was a slap in the cye for Mrs, Emery; | gave Crowley thie
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supreme power partly to saub the rebels, and partly (as | said, in
another plice) “ to make a better man of him,"”

Scoreio, KO, Besides the money that Crowley Tent you, did
he ever give vou any #

Marnews,  Yes: a wenlthy lady, the wife of an English Officer,
a Colonel, being interested in ocoultisin, once gave him £20 for me,

Scowrma, K.C. s that all?

Marnens,  She gave him some jewels for the purpose of deco-
rating a statue of Isis for my temple.

Scorrio, K.C, She yuarrelled with him subsequently 7

Marnews. | believe so,  Tn fact, | made guite a big story of it

Soowmio, KO, They are good friends again, however §

Marvuris,  He has a whole sheat of the irendliest letters from
her, up to date,

Scoweio, KOG Well, we left Mr, Crowley as your Envoy
Flenipotentiary 1o the “rebels”. He shortly afterwards went
climbing in Mexico?

Marnens, Yes, with Mr. Eckenstein,

Boowene, KO What was Mr. Eckenstein's Christian name ?

Marugss, | — er — [ see ludies in Court.

Tue Jupce,  Any bulies i this Court are probably bevond any
scruples of that sort.

Scowmo, K.C. Answer the guestion,

Marngns,  Oscar (sensalion ).*

Sconreio, K.C. Did My, Crowley on his departure leave anything
in your charge?

Marnews.  Some books of poetey. | couldn’t get a single franc
an them : | returned them 1o him when he came hack,

Scowem, K.C. Anvthing else?

Marners, A Bftv-geines dressing case, and another port-
mantean.

Sconvio, KC Where are they?

Marnees, | refuse to answer the question.

Scorio, K.C. Did vou retuen them to the owner 7

Maruers, No,

Scorrto, K.C. T * Konx Om Pax™ Mr, Crowley accuses you
ol stealing these bags 7

Marnews, He didn't mention the bags specihcally,.  He only
sald I was o thiel.  Messrs, Nossey and Fellowes, my Solicitors,
wrote threatening him with an Action. '

Seoriie, KC. What did he reply #

(%1 At dhis peosd Commeel fadnded, nad therowe e hin Briet 3 but was isduced $o continug
by the Pudge, wilie Jad nod Do suck o jolby day for vesrs.
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Mariens, 1 care as hittle for vour threats of legal aclion as
for vour chient’s threats of assassination..... | am surprised that a
farm of vour standing should consent W aet Tor a scoundrel ™,

Scorre, kC. What did you doy

Marners, 1 changed my solicitors,

Scormo, KC Perbaps it would be more correct tosay thiat yoor
solicitors  changed you!  You several times threatened Mr
Crowley with legnl proceedings?

Marnens,  Often,

Scowro, k.G Dl voo ever take any?

Marngrs,  Onee, tor breach of copyright.

Searpio, K.C. And tried foran Injunction against the “Equinox™t

Marneks  Yes

seorpio, KOG What happencd 7

Marnens,  Dismissed with costs.

Seoreio, KC. Have you paid these costs ?

MaTugus. No.

Scokiio, K.C Did vou then bring the action ¥

Matnews. No.

Scoreo, KO0 1owas i frivoloos excose for the injunction ?

Matners, | refuse to answer the question,  Ask Mr. Cran,

Scomrg, KOG, Let me read you this passage from  the
“Eguinox " of September 1910

1 Nl alososd forgntten dear ol Matbars,

Yot of wies ouly kst Deconsber that 3 colleugiie of ming. wits told by dome
greasy ol harridan, in her hest nomisal 59 = g soioe (she b pud hundreds
of pounds for that naminal 77 == 4% and mever gol initisted inta any miysteries
bt those of Over-cating) thnt Imparrita |7 Imperates, Aathers' title of offce
in the * Gokles Dawn ™) was coming over fron Paris 1 crmed Crowley § and
Crowdiy Das fed before his fue.

Ao, | anenkod ok frum Algeria, trewbling all sver, asd begin b
vy the comedy of @ lawyer metending that he ol nnt serve a Writ on 3
man with an address i Ui telepbone “direciory, whis woe spimniling honderds
aif puiumils sa betting the whiole workd knaw where to fied bio. 1L was rrhipe
uskind of me el to wam M. Cran that be was poiting i foat o il

Bt 1 1 ) misd @ word, the ese woald bave been thinven g gl then
where wouald our silvertisemem! have bem ¢

B, even pow, | resdrict my pemarks @ there may be s mote fun gomdog
& ® 8 & &

Bt at bt there's noprophel lose ! Some anong s porsan aTole ©
Ceair, Crun, MoGreh s man,
Served & Writ, and away be ran
belore @ Writ was served ! Thosgh lie might have gucesd that 8 okl be,
But e combda't pmskbiy have kmowns that the aaion woialih b dropgual, as it
hus been,

Amil Matlicrs Tos nan pway b witheut paxing our ool
- L] - - -

1t retlects seriously upon Mro Cran's professional honour, does
it not #
Marrexs, Yos.



Sconre, K.C Had he taken action ?

MarHERS, No.

Scowrio, K.C. So Mr, Crowley langhed at you #

Marners. Those who Lugh last laugh best.

Scoupie, K.C. What did you do?

Maruers, [ waited for my oppoctunity.

Sconmo, K.C. Did it arrive ?

Maruers, Al things come to him who waits,

seorrmo, KC. Describe what happened.

Marurrs, A paper called “The Looking Glass ™ attacked
Mr. Crowley, 1 went to the editor (Mr, W, F, de Wend Fenton)
and told him all | knew — and a good deal that 1 didn't know.

Scorrmo, K.C, Was the editor actuated by malice against
Mr. Crowley ¢

MatHens, No

Stonro, KOG How can vou be sure

Maruers,  The diy after his first article appeared he telephoned
tor @ mutual friend, o Miss Q.. explained that be meant no harm,
and would like to meet Mr. Crowley at dinner and have a chat
with him,

Sconmo, K.C What happened then ?

Marners,  Miss Ol told Mr. Crowley,

sconmo, KOG And what did he say ?

Marnens.  He made an answer so remarkable that 1 remem-
ber it every word,

Soowrn, KO, What was it ?

Marurwrs. He sud * 1 suppose vou wonldn't like me to be
blackmailed over your coffee,

Scorelo, K.C. What does this show ?

Maruers.  Mr Crowley's horrid suspicions temper,

Scorrro, K.C. What did Miss O, do?

Maruews, Cut Mr. Fenton,

Scowe, K.Co You really know all this of your own Know tedge ?

MaTHERS. Yes

Scokrmo, K.C. How?

MaTHers, " Astrally.”

Scorpin, KOG Astrally

Mavuers, "1 am the Head of the Rosicrocian Order.”

Seormo, KO Did Mr. Crowley take action against * The
Looking-Glass ™ #

Marnews, No.

Scorrio, KOG Why §

Marnews, On the advice of a friend with 25 years' experience
of City Journalism.
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Scoreio, K.C. What did the friend say ?

{Counsel objected. A long argument followed, in the
course of which the Judge cenarked @ © This trial is like the
triad 0 Alice i Wonderland, 1 wouldn't spail it for the
world and 1 am going 10 admit anvthing | "),

Scorrin, K.C What did Mr. Crowley's jonmmalistic friend say?

Marhers, * Let the fellow alone | He's been wamed of the
tarf, aned his City Editor's a ail-bird, and he iso't waorth a bob, and
if vou touch pitch you'll be defiled.”

Scounrto, K.C. Was My, Fenton in fact warned off the Tur{?

MarHERS.  Yes

Seonro, KOG You blame Crowley for not taking action ¢

Matnews.  1Us very annoying.

Seowre, KO You're not very ready to take nction vourseli 7

Marueps | am a man of peace.

Seorpn, K.C The * military bearing™ s anly for show?

Mathess  That's all,

Seorpio, KA. Mr. Crowley has wrilten books, which houses
of the highest standing bave published, in which you are apealy
called s common thiel, an habitual swindler, @ blackmailer, and
aecused of drunkenness and attempled assassination ?

Marhins,  Yes: but be supports his charges by unimpeachable
dociiments; aid witnesses of unassailable integrity,

Seowmo, K.C. And there is no ground for the charges against
Mr. Crowley

Maruers,  There is Dr. Berridge's evidenee,

Sconrio, K. Letus go mro that,  Mr. Crowley's conversition
with D, Berridge took place in 19oo?

Maruers, Yes,

Scorpio, K.C. And was first repeated i the Court of King's
Bench in 1ginf

MatHERs, Yes.

Seoppio, K.C Dr. Berndge must have o spleadid memory,
What were the relations between Crowley and Berridge in 19o4?

Marness  They were friends and colleagues. Al the Cercmony
of the Vernal Eguinox in 1goj Crowley was Hierophant, and
Berridge Prasmonstirator o Cancellariug, | forget which,

Seoano, KOG So it ook Di Berridge =ome time before he
attached a criminal sigmificanee to Crowley's remark ?

Marness,  The mind of Berridge works slowly, but it works
exceeding small.

Scorpio, .G As lo the rewark itsell, Take the Giest par.
Berridge menations to Crowley the ugly rumours that his enemies
were cireulating, Crowley replies: * So and 50 and S¢ and So
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and 5o and So have been to my flat and passed the night”" [
suggest that the names mentioned were those of mutual friends of
Crowley and Berridge, men beyond suspicion.

Marners, [t may have been so.

Scoreio, K., And that Crowley added, implicitly or explicitly:
“ s that any reason for making such abominable charges?™

MaTrers. Perhaps.

Scorrio, K.C. 1 must ask vou to remember that Crowley was
brought up among the Plymouth Brethren, and that at this time he
had no mare knowledge of the world than most boys of 16, He
swallowed your varns eagily enough, didn't be ?

Marners, He did

Scouptn, K.C. Now take the second part. " For the last
eighteen months or two yvears there has been nothing that the
police could get at me for.” That implies that previons to that
date there was something ?

Maruwis,  Undoubtedly.

Scowrin, K.C. Let me read you this passage from Crowley's
warks Val. 1, p. r1g, published in 1go3: Sonnets...... To the
author of the phrase * 1 am not o gentleman, and 1 have no friends,”

v elidamned, the beprows modstare of thy veins
Hockna the sunshéne aml Hene bagimnd eyes,
Biheared with theie own corrupling infamies,
Gilare through the charnel-lwiese of earthly pains,
Horribhe as already n hell. ..o
Holf-dated im varth, live out thy tortured days

That nven may ook upnn thy Eace, aml seo
How vile i ihing of wommn born may be, ..., =
I need not continue.  But 1 will read the foot-note of Mr. Ivar
Hack, F.R.C.5, the Editor ;

* The virulynor of these sonnets s excoable when it is koovwn that Heer
aim was 1o deary Ve infheence In Cambeldge of @ man who beadel i that
University o osw'eiscn? pordie] b that which at Osfond was sssociated with
e mame of Cacar Wilde. "

It i clear from this that Crowley had been associated with a
mas of bad character ; but that on discovering him to be w, he
instantly disowned him ?

Marnens, Yes

scorro, K.Co Mr, Crowley may have thought that even an
mnecent association with such a person was criminal 7

Marnees, He was very young and foolish,

Scorrio, K.Co [t is this that he referred 1o in his remark to
D, Bermidge ¢

Marnews,  May he.

Scorrioy, KO The date tallies #*

(% The poem (med the foot-note) was first pblished in S, lesving born writhen
luritig ane of the eclipres in lale W& or carly "o,
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Marmers, Yes.

Scorreo, KC, And that is all there is against Mr. Crowley ?

Marnews, There is * The Sword of Song,”

Scorrio, K.Co What 15 that ¢

Marvugrs, Out of some hundreds of marginal notes, there are
two {some say four) the initials of whose words make other most
improper words,®

Scormo, K.C Did anyone discover this belore you did ?

Marnens,  Not to my knowledge,

Scowro, K.C, Did Captain Fuller in his three years” labarious
study of Mr, Crowley's works discover it 7

MarHers, No,

Scowrio, KL, Is there any point in these—do you call them
jokes ?

Matnens.  No poiot at all.

Scowpro, K.C Are Mr, Crowley's jokes usually pomtless ?

Marnens.  Alas, no !

scorpio, K.C. And did not the reviewers discover this?

Marners, Unfortunately, no.  On the contrary, Mr, G, K
Chesterton wrote a column in the Daily Neas, in which the book
is treated as a serioud contribution o Philosoplhy.

Scoreig, KO s there anything else ?

Marnens,  There's the " Mothers Tragedy.”

Scorpio, k.G, What is that ?

Marners, A book of poems one of which deals with a subject
which 1 blush o mention,

Scorio, K.C. Has any wretch previously dealt with n?

MatHERs. Yes,

Scormo, K.C. Who?

Mariicws. Sophocles in Ocdipus Rex; Shakespeare in Hamletand
in Pericles ; Malory in Morte d"Arthur ; Byron in Parising, Manfred,
and other poems ; Shelley in the Cenei, Hosalind and Helen, and
in Laon and Cythna: Wilde in Salome; Ford o The Unnatural
Combat and "Tis Pity she's a Whore ; Moses, Wagner. Schiller,
Alfieri, and many other aothors of the highest reputation,

Scorpio, K.C. But Mr, Crowley tries to sell his works by
printing reviews which describe them as “revolting"?

Marnins,  Yes, that's the bad part.

Seorrto, K.C. Has not Mr. Crowley habitually reprinted all
sorts of reviews of his works, good and bad, with a gant's contempt
for reviewers?

Marukrs, Of course,

1*) Fur an cample of what this Eind f rifsm may bead 1o prale Appreadie
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Scorrio, K, . Bt was this particular review really so
unfavourialble ?

Marners: Not at all; but by picking ont a single sentence,
| made it appear so.

Scormo, K.C. What about these aliases of his? Why did he
assame the vame of MacGregor ?

Marueks, At my suggestion.  He was about to take a hoose in
Scotlancd, and 1 thought o would attract less remark o he took
Haglhband mame,

Scoreio, KOG But why MacUGregor rather than any other
Highband name #

Marnens, To assert an “astral link"—whit you might call &
bond of sympathy—between humzelf and me.  He had gone there
to pieriorm @ magical operation detailed in o book which [ had
just published,

Scorpio, K.C He was at this time quite under your auspices f

Marugns,  Under my thumb.

Scorro, KO And why die he call himself Lord Boleskine ¢

Marngrs  Prancipally 1 anooy the snobbish socety of Tover-
ness,

Scouro, K.C, And did it annoy them ?

Marners, [ believe so.

Scoren, KU, Hat why Lord Bolesking #

Marvews,  He s the Laivd of Boleskine, and Laird is only Scots
tor Lord.

Scokeie, KA And why did he call hinselt Count Svavell ?

MaTuers. In the book of mme [ relerred to it siys that the
Aspimant to the Sacred Magic would be much annoved by his
family seeking to disseade him, 5o he changed his name and
disappeared.

Scomee, K.C. Why Svarefl

Marugrs,  The romantic voung idiot had just come back from
Russiii.

Scoremn, KO Why Count ?

Marngws, Al Russians are Counts, [ believe, when they're no
Pringes !

Score, KC. You say he obtained i large sum of money from
a celebrated singer 7

Marvners  Yes

Scorrio, KOG A marmed woman

Marners, Yes.

Scormo, KOG Of what age? You must remember that Crow-
ley was a mere boy,
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Marigrs, Ten or ffteen vears older than Crowley.

Scorrio, K. On what pretext did he obtain the money ?

Marners. She proposed to Crowley to go with her to Texas,
divorce her husband, and marry him,

Sooumo, KO, What did Crowley do?

Mariers,  He gave her a fiftv-guinea engagement ring,

Scomrio, K.Co o Did the scheme come ofi 7

MarThexs, No

Scorro, KOG, Did she return the ring ?

Marngrs.  Crowley compliins in the Sword of Song that she
thd not.

Seormo, K.C, And what about his obtaining money [1’0111 her?

Marugrs. Oh!  that's only my [un,

Scorro, K.C. You mean it's a lie?

Maruers,  Well, it's not true.

Scormin, KOG s that all vou have agumnst Crowley?

Marners.  No: be was divorced from his wile,

Scorrio, K What was his Gt 2

Marnens.  Chivalry.

sSeommo, KOG Give the tacts.

Marures,  They are known toall Mr, Crowley's intinate friends,
who approve bis action throughout, and they may b surmised
from the poem * Kosa Decidua © published in *The Winged
Beetle”,  But the facts being detailed m M. Crowley's petilion
for the recduction of the decree of divoree, they cannol be entered
into wore fully at this moment ; and as the unhappy lady becime
insane in September, tgid, [ think we may well leave the matter
in its tragic silence.

sScoweto, K.Co Then Mr. Crowley was uot to blane 2

Marners.  Notin this matter,  But he i an associafe of the
noboricus Jones.

Soowro, KO Ol well ! we won't go into that.  Thank you.
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APPENDIX

MY CRAPULOUS PREDECESSORS

No. L.

Riserr Browsixe

[The method of eritical amalysis is not our own, who reverence
Robert Browning as one of the greatest of the Victorian Poets,
It is borrowed, with the acknowledgment of inverted commas
feven the commas!) from distingeizhed Juminaries of the Bench
anmd Bar,  Ei]

(1 -|I.|.'|.'l,: some hesitation™ in printing * the following, as [ see
Lnelies " waiting at the bookselless’. 5. €. H,

“Any ladies” waiting at the bookscllers’ *are probably far
hevond any serupules of that sort.”  Mr, Justice Mutton.)

Pieea Passes, By Rowekr Browsixa,

“1wonld eall your lovdship’s attention very particularly to the
il letters of " of this obscene and revolting poem.”  Separately:
how every Englishman must shudder ind vomit at = the loathsome
and abaminable creature who has the effrontery 0" have been
dead and buried without  giving  posterty o chance o cross-
examine him™! Together : how every Fremchman must ery
“Faugh! Ugh! Ugh! Faugh!™ and blosh!  Transpose two
vowels only ¢ what hideous and Glthy anagram springs o sight !
I this is accidental, Mr. " Browning *is & very untortunate man;
if it is antentional, no words of mune can be strong encugh to
denomnce the loathsome and abominable character of this book,'”
But can it he accidental?  Was not Mr. HBrowning a iriend—a
friend |—of that Mr. Scrutton whose mme 15 a0 anagram of a
sentence—uoot merely o word, mark voo !—which asserts a patho-
logical fact familiar o every Syphilographer and his clients,
comched in the crudest and coarsest languge |

Andd it this be an accident too, what shall we say of the infamous
examples of paraprodokim from the plain text itself?

S Asculapaus,an Epiee Catalogoe of the drugs: Hebe's plasier—
O strip vools yvour lipe  Phoebos’ emulsion—One bottle clers
vour throttle,  Mercury's bolus—one box cures 7

23



And—
1 have made her gorge polenta
Till her cheeks are both as bouncing
As her—nine there's no pronouncing !
And what of the whole scheme of the poem 7

The chiel character is o vile procurer who is trving to sell Pippa
into the White Slave Tralfie,

The first cpisode deals most realistically with adultery crowned
by murder.

The second episode deseribes a plot o marry an innocent youth
1o a harlot.

The third episode shows o mother trying to prevent her son
from committing a murder in cold blood, and failing 1o do so.
This sssassination has the open approval of the so-called poet.”

And “the loathsome and abominable creature " who * dissemin-
ates this unutterable filth" was allowed to die in peace! " Where
were the police?  What were they aboul to let him eseape” to
Ttaly #

Haly, indeed! This horible creature dedicates “his best
intentions ™ (I'm sorey 1 can't think of any bad meaning for H.B.L)
“ pifectionately to Mr. Sergeant Talfourd.” Aftectionately, mark
the word!  What do such * loathgome and abominable creatures”
mean by affection ? Gentlemen of the jury, if this Mr. fsrc) Sergeant
{save the mark !} Talfourd (Ugh ! hiad come 1o court to ask you Lo
clear him from a blackmailers libel, vou would have known how
to brand him with everlasting inGuny |

5 G Hikbel.
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