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Copies of this pamphlet have been seut lo the Police

Authorities of London and Paris, and to the principal

newspapers of Great Britain



THE “ROSICRUCIAN” SCANDAL

Mr. Aleister Crowley, Editor of “The Equinas,” having

Published the facts concerning the *Rosicrucians” in various

hhumbers of that magazine, has been attacked by the gang

he exposed in such way that he has had no opportunity to make

clear the facts in a more public manner.

Mr. Crowley’ is debarred from taking legal action by the

reasons set forth hereafter. I have therefore determined to publish

a striking form the truth of the matter, less to defend him (he

hhas no need of it) than to bring to an end the villanies of the

Rosierucian” sang.

I have proceeded on the principle that Mathers is obliged

cither to tell the truth oF to repeat The

latter are indicated by inverted commas,

It is against the express wish of Mr. Crowley thatI

in his own phrase, * played scavenger"; but I rather break my

Vow of Holy Obedience than allow his work to be hindered, as 1

cannot but maintain that it has been hindered hitherto,
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SUMMARY OF PERSONS REI

N THE DIALOGUE,

Maries Self-appointed “Heal” of the

oe de Sure * Rosicrucian Order.”

cas Perjured shyster:®

TenpleWE

Brreiwoe. . Homeopathic doctor, ee

W. F. pe Wexp Festox. Edilorof “The LookingGlass." Turf

trickster wall warned off since profes:

sional blackmailer to the nobility and

entry

Dx. Wysw Westeorr «Coroner, sorcerer, ele. Dupeand sitio

Si, Gade Re of Mathers.

Aunisran CeowLay ©. Esdupe and victim of Mathers,



‘The Cross-Examination of Samuel Sidney Sylvester Scherzerade

Socrates Scipio Schiller Simmons Serutton Shucaback Swank

Swizzle Liddell Diddell Macgregor Mac Kerrow Mathers, ames 1V

of Scotland, Comte de St. Germain, Earl of Glenstrae, Comte

Macyregor, Chevalier Mac-gregor, Macgregor- Mathers, S'Rhiogail

‘mo Dream, Deo Duce Comite Ferro, Chevalier of the Order of

St. Germain, ec, etc, by Mr. Q. Scorpio, one of His Majesty's

‘Counsel learned in the Law,

Sconrio, KC. What is your name?

Marans. The whole lo

ScowP1o, KC. The name on your birth certificate

Maviens, Mathers

Scorpio, K.C. You wereeducatedat Bedord Grammar School?

Marueus. Yes.

ScoxPt0, K.C. And became a lieutenant in a Hampshire

volunteer regiment?

Mateus, Yes.

‘conPlo, K.C, Yet in Paris you were engaged in Jacobite

‘conspiracies to overthrow the throne of England?

Maruuns. I pretendedto be

Sconrio, K.C, Were you actually so engaged?

Marans, I refuse to answer the question.

SconPio, K.C. You became a Rosicruci

Marutens, “Yes.

ScowPio, K.C. You hold high rank in the Order?

Maruens, “Tam the Head of the Rosicrucian Order.”

Soowri0, K.C. You have read the constitutions of that Order?

Mariens. Yes”

Sconrio, K.C. It is a secret Order?

Mavizns. Yes.

‘SconPio, K.C. By the constitution no member is permitted to

declare himself to be a member?

Mavuins, ‘That is what Waite says,

Scouto, KC. Who is Waite?

Matures. The greatest living authority on the Rosicrucians

SconPIo, K.C. Let me read what he says. “Let me warn my

readers that all persons professing to be Rosicrucians are simply

members of pseudo-fraternities, and that there is that ditference

between their assertion and the facts of the case in whieh the

essence of a lie consists.” What have you to say to that ?

Maritins. “Iam the Head of the Rosicrucian Order.”



Sconpio, K.C. You are however responsible to secret chiefs ?

Maruens. “Yes.”

Scoxeto, K.C. Who are they?

Matiens. Tam sworn not to divalge them.”

ScowPio, K.C, In the constitutions of the Golden Dawn a

Fadulein Sprengel or Sapiens Dominabitur Astris is named as one

of them?

Maries, I supposeso.

Scorpio,KC. Isit so or not?

Maruens, Yes.

Sconvi0, KC. In your letter to Mrs. Emeryof the 16th Feby.,

1900,you say: “It may interest you to know that Soror Sapiens

Dominabitur Astris is now in Paris working with me” ?

Matuens. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. Was this Fraulein Sprengel?

Matuers. No,

ScowPio, K.C. Who was it?

Marius. Madame Horos, better

Swami.”

SconPio, K.C. The same Madame Horos who in 1901 received.

‘a sentence of seven yeurs' penal servitude for abominable offences

‘against children?

Maruexs, How was I to know that she would be found out?

ScorPio, K.C, You acknowledged her as your spiritual

superior ?

Maruens. Yes.

SconPio, K.C. As a secret chief8

Mariners. Yes

SconPio, KC. Thank you. Now wit

He was staying with you in Paris?

Matens. Yes.

‘Scorpio, K.C. How employed?

Maruens, In trying to make rubies from ruby dust

Scoxrio, KC, Did he succeed?

Matin’, "He madea small worthless ruby.

‘Scorpio, K.C. With better apparatus he

‘commercial success of the process?

Mavens. cannot say

ScoRPIO, K.C, In point of fact, a precisely similar provess is

being worked at this day with success?

Marwens. Yes.

Scorpio, KC. Whatwas his moral character in regard to sexual

matters?

jown, perhaps, as “the

regard to Allan Bennett



Matuers. He had an aversion to all such matters amounting

to horror.

Scorpio, K.C. What was the condition of his health?

MarHers. He was a constant sufferer from spasmodic asthma

in its most aggravated form.

Scorpio, K.C. He took drugs habitually?

Maruers. Yes, by the orders of his doctor.

Scorpio, K.C. Never for pleasure?

MarTuers. Never.

Scorpio, K.C. How can you be sure?

Matuers. When he left England, the change of climate cured

at least temporarily his disease. and he instantly abandoned the

practice.

Scorpio, K.C. He left you on good terms?

MatHeErs. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. And you have never quarrelled with him since?

Matuers. Never.

Scorpio. K.C. Then why do you detame him now and allow

the vilest crimes to be imputed to him?

Matuers. Anything to damage Crowley!

Scorpio, K.C. Did you quarrel with him ever at the time?

MatHERS. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. Let me read you the published account of your

quarrel:

seen, induced Mathers to put in force the

Deadly and Hostile Current of Will, but, as in the case of the Jackdaw of

Rheims, nobody seemed a penny the worse. One might have expected that

Mathers having failed, Aleister Crowley would have abandoned him. No, for

it seemed still possible that Mathers, really in touch with the Supreme Chiefs,

had yet finally decided to say with Christ upon the Cross ; “ Father, forgive

them, for they know not what they do,” even though this theory was some-

what rudely shaken by Mathers spending the whole of one Sunday afternoon

in rattling a lot of dried peas in a sieve under the impression that they were

the revolted members : as subsequent events proved, they were only the ideas

in his head. So we find Aleister Crowley still loyal, if a little sceptical, and

searching within himself to discover a touchstone by which he might prove

beyond doubt the authenticity of Mathers’ claim to represent the Masters. Now,

there had been a good deal of talk of an adventure that happened to Mathers

and Allan Bennett, who was guest in his house, in which a revolver figured

prominently; but the story was only vague, and Allan Bennett, who could and

would have told the truth about it, had departed for a distant colony. So on

arriving in F Aleister Crowley lured Mathers into telling the story, which

was as follows: That he and Allan Bennett had disagreed upon an obscure point

in theology, thereby formulating the accursed Dyad, thereby enabling the

Abramelin demons to assume material form : one in his own shape, another in

that of Allan Bennett. Now, the demon that looked like Allan Bennett had a

revolver, and threatened to shoot him (Mathers), while the demon that resem-

hoot Allan Bennett. Fortunately, before

the demons could fire, Mrs. Mathers came into the room, thus formulating the

symbol of the blessed Trinity, of which her great purity of character would

naturally fit her to be a prominent member. Now, the only probability about

He (Crowley) had, as we have

bled himself was equally anxious to

7



this story, which Mathers related gn his magical honour as a 7° = 4° (the

highest grade of the Rosicrucian order), was that Mathers saw double. Crowley,

however, was not going to judge any isolated story by the general laws of

probability, so, bowing gracefully, he and set out to find Allan Bennett,

whom he eventually ran down at the house ofa holy Yogi in Cinnamon Gardens,

Colombo, to hear his account.

Allan Bennett's account was les

of belief. They had had, he s: id, an argument about the God Shiva,

the Destroyer, whom Allan Bennett we use, if one repeated his

name often enough, Shiva would one da © and destroy the Universe,

and whom Mathers feared and hated because He would one day open His eye

and destroy Mathers. Allan Bennett closed the argument by assuming the

position Padm: ating the Mantra: “ Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,

Shiva, Shiv: Mathers, angrier than ever, sought the sideboard, but soon retur-

ned, only to find Allan Bennett still muttering: Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,

Shiva”. “Will you stop blaspheming?” cried Mathers; but the holy man only

said “Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva, Shiva Shiva.”

“If you don’t stop I will shoot you!” said Mathers, drawing a revolver from

his pocket, and levelling it at Allan Bennett's bead; but Allan Bennett. being

, and continued to mutter “Shiva, Shiva, Shiva,

shipped be

v open his

concentrated, took no_ noti

Shiva, Shiva, Shiva.”

Whether overawed by the majesty of the saint, or interrupted by the entry

of a third person, Allan Bennett no longer remembered, but Mathers never

pulled the trigge

It only after this interview, which did not take place till August 1901,

that Aleister Crowley definitely decided against Mathers.

Is this account accurate?

MATHERS. “ My account is accurate.”

Scorpio, K.C. You really ask his Lordship to believe this yarn

about Abramelin demons ?

Mavuers. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. With regard to Dr. Wynn Westcott, now: was

he your colleague?

Marners. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. Was his name printed on the MSS. of the Order

of the Golden Dawn as the person to whom they should be

returned in case of the owner’s death or disability?

MATHERS. Yes. :
Scorpio, K.C. And these MSS. contain practical instructions

for raising devils, making yourself invisible, transforming men

into animals, making gold, making rain, and all the other fabled

arts of sorcerers?

MATHERS. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. In shor you and Dr, Westcott were teaching

the vilest practices of black magic?

Matners. Yes.

Scorpio, K.C. You quarrelled with Dr. Westcott?

MATHERS. Yes.

Scorpio, K.-C. You were jealous of his authority?

Martuers. Divided authority :s no authority.



ScowPio, KC. You are not a careless man?

Mariens. One eannot be too carefulin matters of magic.

Scowrio, K.C. Did you ever leave any magical MSS. in a cab?

Matuens, The best of ws may er. Even Homer nodded,

ScowPio. K.C. These MSS.were taken to Scotland Yard?

Maries, Icannot say, of my own knowledge

Sconp1o,K.C. That would be the usual course?

Mathes, [supposeso,

Sconrto, KC. Dr. Westcott’s name and address being on them,

the authorities would return them to him ?

Matuens. I supposeso.

Sconrio, K.C. Did they further intimateto Dr. Westeott that

the was paid to sit on corpses, not to raise them; and that he must

‘choose between his Coronership and his Adeptship?

Matuuns. [believeso,

Scouri0, K.C. So that he resigned active membership in the

so-called Rosierucian Order?

Marhks, He did resign,

SconPto, K.C. Very fortunate piece of carelessness for you!

Maritens. Fortune favours the brave.

SconPI0, K.C, I put it to you, this was premeditated treachery

‘on your par

Mains. I refuse to answer the question,

Sconrio, K.C. In your letter of February 16th, 1yo0, you

accuse Dr. Westcott of “ forging, oF procuring to be forged” the

warrant on which the Order was founded ?

Maruens. Yes.

Scorrio,K.C. Anddid anyone believe you?

Mariners. "Yes: five persons,

Scorrio, K.C. Who were they?

Martins. Dr. E. W. Berridge, Mr. G. C. Jones, Mr, Aleister

Crowley anda Mrs. Simpson and her dau

Sconpio, K.C. What of the other fifty odd in the London

emple?

Marites. Mr. Crowley expelled them.

Sconeio, KC. By what authority ?

Maries, By mine, He was

in London,

Sconrio, K.C. And whatdid they do then?

Marnens, They expelled me and Mr, Crowley.

Scorpio, K.C. And then?

Maries. They all quarrlled and expelled each othe

Sconrio, K.C. ‘The whole Order broke up?

Maruees. Yes.

sat time my plenipotentiary



Sconpio,K.C, Why did they revolt against you?

Martians, Firstly, because they thought that by declaring the

Warrant to be a forgery, I fad destroyed my own authority

Secondly, because they couldn't make my methodsof magic work

y- Thirdly, because they were tired of my incessant demands,

Fourthly, becauseI refused to expel Dr. Berridge

from the Order.

Scounio, KC, WI

Dr, Berridge?

Martens. That girls who came to him for examination in the

Knowledge Lectures were subjected to insult

Sconvi0, KC. te this charge?

Maries.

Sconrio, KC. W any other charge?

complaints were made aga

0, K.C. Whatwas it?

Maritexs, ‘That he was disseminating objectionable literature,

Scorrio,KC. What?

Marien’, ‘The worksof ‘Thomas Lake Harris,

SconPI0, K.C. What is objected to?

Martens, He recommends his pupils to i

pits oF “astral counterparts” for the purpose ofc

Scorrio, KC. Was this charge denied?

Maries, No,

o, KC. What did you do?

1. Texpelled his accuser

Scorrio,KC. Name the accuser

Marien’, Miss Hornims

SconPio, KC. The daughter of the great tea mer

Maries. The same,

Sconbio, KC. And who is Dr. Berridge?

Matuzns, He is the famous Dr. Berridge.

Scorrio, K.C. For what ishe famous?

Maries, For his Magie Chip.

Scorrio, KC, What is that?

Marius. Mrs, Cunningham, « memberof my Orde

£1,000 from him as the price of Magic Clasp said to

given by Cagliosteo to Matie Antoinette. She sued him on a

promissory note for the amount. Her story

went (0 his house with « friend onthe date when it fell due

Dr. Berridge tried to destroy the note. struggle ensued : the

ote was torn, Dr. Berridge retainingthe half which bore his

alleged signature. In court he declared this signature to be a

forgen

oke elemental



Sconpio, K.C. And what did the experts decide ?

Marius, They had no means of deciding,

Scorrio,KC. How so

Marne’, Dr. Berridgehad burat his alleged signature

Scowv1o, KC, What? Heburnt the proof of his own integrity

d of their dishonesty ?

Maruens. Yes.

‘Scorpio, K.C. How did! he aecount for so extra

action?

Mariiens, ‘The excitement of the momen

Vat did the judge say ?

That it was all very mysterious, that he did

believe either party to the suit; ut that as the onusof proof

fon Mrs, Cunningham, he must dismiss the ease.

‘Scone1o, K.C. Thank you, Now, has De. Berridgeany anima

sgvinst Mr. Crowley?

Mariens, Yes

Sconnio, K.C. How his Mr, Crowley wronged him?

Marites, Mr, Crowley bas laughed him,

Sconnio, KC. Anything e

Matuens. Mr. Crowley did hi

Sconrio, KC. How?

Maruexs. In March 1910 Mr. Crossley received an anonymous

letter from “White Magician” ‘enclosing a pamphlet by

Harris,and accusing Dr. Berridgeof the foul

Scourio, K.C. What did Mr. Crowley do?

Mariens, Senta friend with the letter and pamphlet to Dr.

Berridge to warn him that he had an enemy, and offeringto help

way possible to defeat such anonymous assillants.

KC. Why did Mr, Crowley act thus, if he had no

respect for Dr. Berridge?

Maruens. He would probably say it was becau

muchhe disagreed witha man, he would not see him

of foul play.

‘Scownio, K.C. And how did Dr, Berridge repay the ser

Maries. - By perjuring himselfto Mr. Crowley's disadvantage.

ScoKPI0,K.C, ‘Thank you, Nowasto this" Rosierucian” Order

Let meread to you from the Obligationof a Neophyte=

“All these swear to keep under the no Tess pe

ofr submitting myself toa deadly

in motion by the Greatly Honoured Chiefs of the Secor

by which I should fall skin or paralysed, as if bl

Lightning Flash.” Is that correct?

Maries. Yes.

‘8 ood turn,



Sconpio, K.C, Is it me

Maruuns. Yes.

ScowPi0, K.C, Members of the Order, were, in fact, afraid of

the penalty?

Marans. Yes.

ScoxPIO, KC. On April and, 1900, you write to the revolting

members, saying: “I shall for the first time be compelled to for-

mulate my request to the Highest Chiefs to prepare the Punitive

Current.”

Mariuns. Yes,

Scorrio, K.C. If they refused to obey you, you would cause

them ‘to fall slain or paralysed, as if blasted by the Lightning

Flash"?

Marans, ‘They deserved it, andl worse.

Sconrio, K.C. Is ita threat of assassination?

Marin’. "Of occult assassination, yes

ly raitle peas in a sieve, ceremo-

nt to be taken seriously?

Marunns. It isa well-known practiceof Sympathetic Magic.

Scorpio, K.C. Like sticking pins in a wax figure?

Marusks. Exactly. One identities the rebels with the peas,

and rattles them,

Sconio, K.C. That expl

Maries, Yes

ScoxPi0, KC. But you expected them to “fall slainor pars

lysed"?

Maruuns. I hopedso.

Sconrio, K.C. Actually, not ina figure of speech?

Marner’. "Actually.

Sconrio, KC. It is attempted assassination?

Maun’. Occult assassination, yes

Scorpio, K.C. Andin any event, if they were really afraid of

«the threat amounted to black mail?

Marrens. Tamnot a lawyer.

sconPto, K.C. Now then, let us get Ick to James LV. You

say you are James IV?

Martins.“ T refuse to answer the questio

ScoKei0, K.C. James IV was killedon Flodden Field?

Marius. “Tradition asserts that he eseaped.”

Sconrto,KC. Aladyorunblemished repatation, Mrs, Markham,

hhas gone into that box, and sworn that he was so killed,

Maries, One mast not contradh

Scoxrto, K.C. Well, what happened to him?

their subsequent debicle?



Maries. “II mean he—escaped to the C

became an Adept and found the Elixirof Life, so

hhe—should live on indefinitely

‘Sconeio, K.C. When do we hear of him again?

Mariters. “As the Comte de St. Germain.”

Sconeio, K.C. And axain?

Maries, "I refuseto answer the

K.C. Have you read Mr, Crowley's poem + * The

Rosicrucian,” dedicated “a sa Majesté Jacques IV d’Ecosse” 7

Marius, Yes. Mr, Crowley was a very young and tool

boy.

‘Sconrio, K.C. He believed you to be James IV?

‘Marituxs. Very likely

Sconri0, KC, Did he or did he not?

Mariins, "It was not my fault if he didn’t

Sconrio, KC, You borrowed considerable sums of money

from him?

Marius. Yes

Scorrio, K.C. On that ground ?

Marines. ‘That sort of x

Sconmo, KC. Hewas t

Marien’. I believe he had just come into some £30,000.

couPIO, K.C, He offeredyou the wholeof his fortune in order

to helpyou in your trouble with the revolting members?

Marius. 1 wrote to thank loyal and! honourable

offer.”

‘Sconrio, KC. Why did he make it?

Marites, He believed my stories about James IV and the

‘Secret Chieis, I suppose.

‘Sconrio, KC, Madame Horos had promised you £2,000?

Marines. "Yes

Scourio, KC, Was that why you admitted

superior?

Mariuns, [refuse to answer the question.

Scoxri0, K.C. Crowley offers you his fortune; and you

diately appoint himto the sole powerin England, over theh

fof Dr. Westeott and Sir Henry Colville and W, B. Yeats and

Mrs, Emery and Sir William Crookes and Dr. Berridge and

dozens of others who had been members of the Order for years?

Marius. Tid.

‘ScoKPI0, K.C, This is only a coincidence?

Mariens. Certainly. acknowledged Madame Horos because

it was a slap in the eye for Mrs, Emery; I gave Crowley the

n for his

er to be y



supreme power partly to snubthe rebels, and partly (as Tsai,

anotherplace) “to make a better man of him.”

Sconrio,K.C. Besides the money that Crowley lent you, did

he ever give you any?

Marinas. Yes:a wealthy lady,the wife of an English fice,

Colonel,being interested in occultisn, once gave him£20 for me.

Scownio,K.C. Is that all?

Matis, She gave him some jewelsfor the purpose of deco

1g statue of Isis for my temple,

‘Scorri0, K.C, She quarrelled with him subseques

Maruuns. [believeso, In f

Scourio, KC. They are good fri

Matures, He bas a whole she

her, up to date.

Scouvio,KC, Well, we left Mr. Crowley as your Envoy

Plenipotentiary to the rebels". He shortly afterwards went

climbing in Mexico?

Matus. Yes, with Mr, Kekes

Scorpio, K.C. What was Mr.

Matus. 1 — er — I see ladies in Ci

‘Tue Junge. Any ladiesin this Court are probably beyond any

seruples of that sor.

Scourio, KC, Answer the question.

Maries. Oscar sensation)?

Scoxrio, K.C. Did Mr, Crowleyon his departure leave anything

in your charge?

Mariuins. Some booksof poetry. I couldn't getasingle franc

fon them:I returned them to him when hecame back,

Sconrio, K.C, Anything else?

Maries, A filty-guines des

ly?

Tmadequite a big story oft,

ids agin, however?

of the friendliest letters from

case, and another port:

Sconvio, KC. Where are they?

Matiuns, T'refuse to answer the «1

scone, KC. Didyou return th

Matus. No.

Scouvio, KC. Iu Konx Om Pax” Mr, Crowley accuses you

‘of stealing these bas?

Marizis. He didn't mention the bags speci

said T was a thief. Messrs, Nussey andFe

‘wrote threatening him with an Act

Scouro, K.C. What did he reply

tion

n to the owner?

ly. He only
lowes, my Solicitors,



Maris. “I care asttle for your threats of legal action

for yourclien’s threatsof assassination... am surprised that a

firm of your standing should consent to aet for a scoundrel”

Seoxvio, K.C. What didyou do?

Maruuns. Tehanged my solicitors.

ScouPto, KC. Perhapsit would be more correct to say that

solicitors changed you! You several times threatened Mr.

Crowley with legal proceedings?

Marinas, Often,

‘Sconio, K.C, Did you evertake any?

Marurns. Once, for breach of copyright,

ScouPIo, K.C, And tried for an Injunction

Mariins. Yes.

Sconri0, K.C. What happened?

Marien’, Dismissed with costs

‘Scourio, K.C. Have you paid those costs?

Mauss, No.

Scowni0,K.C. Did you then bring the acti

Matuens, No.

SconP10, K.C. "It was a frivolous excuse for the injunction?,

MATHERS, -Irefuse to answer the question. Ask Mr. Cran.

Scouvio, KC. Let me read you this passage from the

10x" of September 1910

usainst the Eqp

ie he na pad rds

{Goel er fo

"yma fc wm Ant A oe a et

SEE th Se'adiron ia the teapione dictry, wh se oping

Itretlects seriously upon Mr. Cran’s professional honour, does

ie not?

Maruens, Yes.



Sconr,

Maras,

Scoxrio, KC. So Mr. Crowley la

Marius. Those who laugh last laugh best.

Scourie, KC, What did you do?

Maruns. I waitedfor my opportunity.

Scourio, KC. Did it arrive?

Maries, All things come to him who waits,

Sconrio, K°C. Describe what happened,

Matures A’ paper called “The Looking Glass ” attacked

Mr. Crowley. I went to the editor (Mr. W. F. de Wend Fenton)

and fold him all | knew — and a good deal that I didn’t know.

Sconrio, K.C, Was the editor actuated by malice against

Mr. Crowley?

Marius, No,

SeoKPI0, K-C. How can you be sure?

Matutns. Theday after his rst article appeared hetelephoned

to a mutual friend, a Miss O..., explained that he meant no harm,

would like to meet Mr. Crowley at dinner and havea chat

Has he taken action?

with

Sconrio, K.C. What happened! then?

Marans. "Miss 0... told Mr. Crowley.

Sconrio, K.C. And what did he say ?

Matuvs. He made an answer so remarkable that 1 remem:

ber it every word,

‘Scowrio, K.C. Whi

Matuens. He ssid “1 suppose you wouldn't like me to be

blackmailed over your coffee"

Scowrio, K.C. “What does this show?

Marusns. Mr, Crowley's horrid suspicious temper.

Scowrio, K.C. What did Miss 0.. do?

Matuzns. Cut Mr, Fenton,

Sconnio, KC. Your

Maruens. Yes.

lly know allthis of yourown

Scoxrio, KC. Did Mr, Crowley take action against

Looking Glass"?

No.

Scourio,KC. Why?

Mauss. On the advice of a friend with 25 years’ experience

of City Journals

“The



Sconrto, K.C. What did the friend say?

(Counsel objected. A long argument followed, in the

course of which the Judge remarked : * This tial is ike the

{tialin Alice in Wonderkind, 1 wouldn't spoil it for the

world and Iam going to admit anything !")

Sconpio, K.C, What did Mr. Crowley'sjournalistic friend say?

Marin, “Let the fellow alone! He's been warned oif the

turf.and his City Editor'sa jal-bird, and he isn't worth a bob, and

if you touch pitch you'll be detiled.”

Sconrio, K.C, Was Mr. Fenton in fact warned off the Tart?

Maries. Yes.

Sconrt0, K.C. You blame Crowley for not taking action ¢

Maruuns. Its very annoying.

Sconrio, K.C. You're not very ready to take action yourself?

Marites. "Tama man of peace.

SconPI0, K.C. The* military bearing” is only for show?

Maries. That's all.

Seorri0, KC. Mr, Crowley has written books, which houses

of the highest standing have published, in whichyou are openly

called a common thief, an habitual swindler, a blackmailer, and

accused of drunkenness and attempted assassination?

Maris, Yes: but he supports hhis chargesby unimpeachable

documents, and witnesses of unasssiable integrity

‘Sconrio,K.C. And there is no groundfor the charges against

Mr. Crowley?

Matuvns, There is Dr, Berridge’s evidence.

Scorpio, K.C, Lets gointo that. Mr. Crowley’s conversation

with Dr. Berridge took place in 1900?

Maruens. Yes.

Sconrio,KC. And was first repeated in the Court of King’s

Bench in 1911?

Matuens, Yes

Sconrio,K.C, Dr. Berridge mu

What were the relations between Crowley and Berridge in 1904?

Marites. They were friendsand colleagues. At the Ceremony

of the Vernal Equinox in 1903 Crowley was Hierophant, and

Berridge Praemonstratoror Cancellarius, [forget which.

have a splendid memory.

‘Scourio, KC. So it took Dr. Berridge some time before he

attached a criminal signiticance to Crowley's remark?

Maruens. The mind of Berridge works slowly,but it works,

‘exceeding small.

Seon,K

Berridge mentions to Crowle

[As to the remark itself, Take the first part.

rumours that his enemies



land So and So have been to my flat and passed the night” 1

Suggest that the names mentioned were those of mutual friendsof

Crowley and Berridge, men beyond suspicion,

Maries. It may have been so.

Sconrio, K.C, Andthat Crowleyadded, implicitly or explicitly:

“ts that any reason for making such abominable charges?”

Maruins. Perhaps.

Scorpio, K.C, I must ask you to remember that Crowley was

brought up among the Plymouth Brethren, and thatat this time he

nad no more knowledge of the world than most boys of 16, He

swallowed your yarns easily enough, didn't he?

Mavuirs. He did

Sconrio, KC. Now take the second part. “For the last

ieen months or two years there has been nothing that the

police could get at me for.” ‘That implies that previous to that

date there was something?

Marans. Undoubtedly.

Sconrio, K.C, Let me read you this passage from Crowley's

works Vol. I, p. 115, published in 1903 Sonnets...... To the

authorof the phrase “Lam not a gentleman, andI have no friends.”

T need not continue. But I will read the footnote of Mr. Ivor

Back, FRCS, the Editor :

atid tna Ce nn wh Pe at

It is clear from this that Crowley bad been associated with a

‘man of bad character; but thaton discovering him to be so, he

instantly disowned his ?

Maruers. Yes,

Scowri0,KC. Mr. Crowley may have thought that even an

mocent association with such a person was criminal?

Maries, “He was very young and foolish
Scourio,KC. It is this that he referred to in his remark to

Dr. Berridge?

Mavuns. May be.

Scowvi0, K.C. ‘The date tallies 2

{@) he pom (ao the foutote) as ft pine in 85, tai
trae ofthe sles inate" o ery



Maruens. Yes

Sconrio, K.C. And that is all there is against Mr. Crowley ?

Matus. Thereis“ The Swordof Song:

Scowrio,K.C. Whatis that ?

Maries, Out of some bi

two (some say four) the initials of whose words make other most

wproper words.*

Sconvio, KC. Did anyone discover this before you did ?

Maras

Sconr4o, K.C. Did Captain Poller in his three years’ laborious

study of Mr, Crowley's works discover it?

Marans, No,

‘onPIO, K.C, Is there any point in these—do you call thy

jokes?

Maruses. Nopointat all

Sconvi0, K.C. Are Mr, Crowley's jokes usually pointless?

Maries. Alas, no!

Sconbio, K.C. And did not the reviewers discover this?

Maries, Unfortunately, no. On the contrary, Mr. G. K.

Chesterton wrote a column in the Daily Nees, in which the book

is treated as a serious contribution to Philosophy.

Scorpio, KC. Is there anything else?

Maruens, There's the # Mothers Tragedy’

‘Scorrio, K.C. What is that?

Maries. "A book of poems one of w

which T blush to mention.

Scourio, K.C. Has any wretch previously dealt with it?

Marien’. Yes.

Scorrio, KC. Who?

Marites, Sophoclesin Oedipus Rex; Shakespeare in Hamlet and

in Pericles; Malory in Morte d’Arthur; Byron in Parisina, Manfred,

‘and other poems; Shelley in the Cenci, Rosalind and Helen, and

in Laon and Cythna; Wilde in Salome; Ford in ‘The Unnatural

Combat she’sa Whore; Moses, Wagner, Schiller,

Alfieri, and many’ other authors of the highest reputation

SconPIo, K.C, But Mr, Crowley tries to self his works by

printing reviews which describe them as “revolting”?

Marites, Yes, that’s the bad part

Sconvo, K.C. "Has not Mr. Crowley habitually reprinted all

sorts of reviews of his works, good and bad, with a giant's contempt

for reviewers?

Mariuns, Of course.

th deals with a subject



Soonrio, K. C. But was this particular review really so

uuntavourable?

Marnens, Not at all; but by picking out a single sent

1made it appear so.

Scorri0, K.C. What about these

cassuine the name of MacGregor?

Mariuis, At my suggestion, He

Scotland, and I thought it would atteact less r

Highland same,

Sconrio,KC. But why MacGregor rather than any other

Highland name?

Maruuns. To assert

bond of sympathy—between hi

to perform

just published

Scowvio, KC. He was at this time quite

Mariens. Under my thumb,

Sconrio,K.C, And why did he call himself Lord Boleskine?

Marien’. "Principally to aunoy the snobbish society of Inver

Scownio, KC. And did it annoy then?

Marius. I believeso,

Sconrio, KC. But why Lord Boleskine ?

Maruins, He is the Laird of Boleskine, and Laird is only Seots

for Lord.

SconPio, KC. And why did he call himself Count Svarelt?

Matuens, "In the book of mine I referred to it says that the

Aspirant to the Sucred Magie would be much annoyed by his

family seeking to dissuade him, So he changed his name and

disappeared,

Scorpio, K.C. Why Searell?

Marans. 7 tie young idiot had just come back from

Russia

Sconrio, KC. Why Count?

Marini, All Russiansare Cow

wes of his? Why did he

ws about to take a house

rk sf he took a

“astral link”—what you might call a

Mand me. He had gone there

detailed ina book which 1 had

er your auspices?

1 believe, when they're not

Princes!

ScouPo, K.C. You say he obt

acelebrated singer?

Marites, Yo

Sconrio, K.C. A married woman?

Maruuns, Yes.

Scourio,KC. OF what age? You must remember that Crow:

ley was a mere boy

veda large su ‘of money tro



Maris, Ten of fifteen years older than Crowley.

Sconrio, KC. On what pretextdid he obtain the

Marites. She proposed to Crowley to go with her to Texas,

divorce her husband, and marry bien

‘Seonvio, K.C, What did Crowley do?

Mavuens. He gave her a fity- guinea engaxemet ring.

Sconrio, KC. Did the schemecome off?

Marans. No.

Scot C. Did she return the ring?
Maris. "Crowley comp

id not

SconMo, K.C. And what about his ob

Marien’, Oh! tha'son

Scorri0, KC. You mean it's

Marien, Well it's not true.

Scourto,K.C. Is that all you have against Crowley?

Maries. No: he was divorcedfrom his wife.

‘Sconr10, K.C. Whatwas his fait?

Marites,

convio, K.C. Give the facts

Martins. They are knownto allMr. Ceowley’sintimate friends,

‘who approve bis action throughout, and they may be surmised

from the poem * Rosa Decidva "publishedin “The Winged

Beetle”. But the facts being detailed in Mr. Crowley's petition

for the reduction of the decree of divorce, they cannot be entered

into more fully xt this moment and as the unhappy lady became

insane in September, 1981, 1 think we may well leave the mater

in its tagie silence

‘Sconrio, KC. ‘Then Mr, Crowley was not to blame?

Marites. Not inthis matter. But he is an associate of the

notorious Jones

Scour,KC. Oh, wel

Sword of Song that she

nig money from her?

‘we wou't go into that. Thank you.



APPENDIX

MY CRAPULOUS PREDECESSORS

No.

Roneer Buowsixe

he method of critical analysis is not our own, who reverence

Robert Browning as one of the xreatest of the Vietorian Poets.

It is borrowed, with the acknowledgment of inverted commas

(even the commas!) from distinguished luminaries of the Bench

and Bar. Ep.)

er 1g “the following,as I see

ladies waiting at the booksellers’. S.C. HL

“Any ladies” waiting at the booksellers’ “are probably far

beyond any serupules of that sort.” Mr, Justice Mutton.)

fe some hesitation” in. pri

Pwvon Passes, By Rownier Beowstxe,

“1 would call your lordship's

fal letters of” of this obs

cention very particularly to the

revolting poem.” Separately:

t shudder and vomit at * the loathsome

and abominable ereature who has the eff wwe been

buried without giving posterity

examine him"! Together: how every Fi

“Faugh! Ugh! Ugh! Fangh!” and blush! Transpose two

vowels only : what hideous and am springs to sight!

“If this is accidental, Mr." Brow

how every Englishman

n it be accidental? ing a friend—a

|—of that Mr. Scrutton whose name is an anagram of

sentence—notmerely a word, mark you!—which asserts patho:

logical fact familiar to every Syphilographer and his clients

‘couched! in the crudest and coarsest language!

And if this be an accident too, what shallwe say of the infamous

‘examples of paraprodokian from the plain text itself?

“ABsculapins,an Epic, Catalogueof the drugs: Hebe’ plaister—

One strip cools your lip. Phucbus’ emulsion—One bottle clears

your throttle. Mercury's bolas—one box cures



Ihave made her gore potent

I her cheeks are both as bout

sme there's no pronouncingAs her y

rt of the whole seheme of the poem?

‘The chief character isa vile procurer who is trying to sell Pippi

into the White Slave Trafic,

“The frst episode deals most realistically with adultery crowned

by murder.

‘The second episode deseribes plot to marry an innocent youth

‘The third episode shows mother trying to prevent her son

from committinga murder in cold blood, and tailing to do so.

‘This assassination has the open approval of the “so-called poet.”

‘And “the loathsome and abominable ereature” who * dissemin-

ates this unutterable filth” was allowed to die in peace!" Where
they about to let him escape” to

Italy, indeed! ‘This horvible creature dedicates “his best

tentions”(I'm sorry 1 can’t think of any bael meaningfor H.B.L)

alfectionately to Mr. Sergeant Talfourd.” Affectionately, mark.

the word! Whatdo such “loathsomeand abominable creatures’

‘ean byaifection? Gentlemen ofthe jury, if this Mr. (sc) Sergeant

(Gave the mark!) Talfourd (Ugh!) had come to court to ask you to

clear him froma blackmaile’s ibel, you would have known how

to brand him with everlasting infu

S.C. Hire
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